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NATION: The Declaration of Independence
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Paine, “Common Sense" Says Fight!

Mew York, 1775 fight. Americans have put 130
Thomas Palne, writing in a lit-  years into building this land, he

tle book called “Common says. Why should England now

Semse,” is telling Americans to  tell Amereans how to run it?

Philadelphia, July 4, 1776

The Second Continental Con-
gress has said it is willing to go to
war with England.

Leaders from all 13 colonies
have signed a Declaration - of
Independence. '

The Declaration savs:

B All peaple are equazl, Noone is
better than another.

B All people have rights that
cannot be taken away—rights
like life, liberty, and the pursoit
of happiness.

B Governments get their powers
from the people.

B If a government does not do
what it was set up to do, it should
be done away with,

In short, the Declaration savs
America should be free from
England. But England is be-
licved ready to fight to keep
America,

In fact, every signer of the
Declaration is seen as a traitor fo
England. They can be killed.
That includes Thomas Jelferson,
who wrote the Declaration of
Independence.

Washington
m Mamed the
head of tha
Continental
[American]
Army.

Thosmas
Jefferson

m Wrote the
Declaration of

Independence.

Franklin

m Got the
French to halp
America during
the
Revalutionary
War.

S

Adams

| Worked to
have George * -
Washington

Chief [ nm} of
the Army.

Jahm
Hmmk_ -

B Served as
Prasident of

-+ the second

Continantal
Cangress,

m Was the first
to sign the
Declaration of
Indepandence.




NATION: The Revolutionary War

American Colonies
VS,
England
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| Gmgn
Washingion

Soldlers:

® Palriots, some called
“Minuteman' [a group of
calonists ready 1o fight with
very little wamingl.

N % General:
i = Lord Comwallls

Soldiers:

m Redcoats [trained English
soldiars]

®m Hesslana [German saldiers
hired by England]
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HOW THEY
MATCH UP

Hara's a ook al the advan-
tages and digadvaniages of
aach side during the Hewolu-
tionary War. In a revolytion,

a group fights o get fres
from its governmant. The cal-
anisis are fighting the Rewalu-
ticnary 'War to get free from
England.

(50,000 soldiers). Some Ameri-
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trained and bast
equipped armies in the world

cans fought in the French and
Ingian War, But mosi
Amarican soldiers are not

SKILLED
ARMY
LEADERS

trainad.

m Washington knows the land
In Amerca. He has army
iraining and is a good leader.
England’s leadars are not as
atrong.

Top five Battles of

the Revolutionary War—
flag symbol in laft.
hand corner means
“winner."

Lexington & Concond
_ mFirst pattle of war
i mApril 19, 1775

Bunkar HIll

B Colonists are
gurprised (o sad Row
wiell they can fight
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S wJune 17, 1775
3 Trenton
B Amarica defeats
1.&%0 Hesslans hired
by England
M m December 25, 1776
4 Saraloga

m Victory leads France
ta halp the colonists
m October 17, 1777

Yorktown

m Last big battla of the
war

m Oclober 19, 1781
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STRONG

GOVERNMENT B NP
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®m England is an

old, strong country with a
strong government to back a
war. The Amearican

mmmum [Articlas of
fadaration] is vary wealk,

MORE

wore S
o Engar s AN

manay to buy
Its army food,
clothing, and guns.
Amearica has very little moneay
1o pay for & war. The colonial
army is short of supplies.

BETTER
FIREARMS

m Americans
are used to guns. They usa
F‘um 1o hunt food and fight
ndians. England's rifles are
not as good as colonial rifles.

FIGHTING ON
S
m Americans

know tha land
are fighting on. Also,
mun:u:“ﬂ ing for

thair own freedoms. Many of
the English soldiers are

Hesslans [hirad Garman
soldlers]. do not care

about the war as much as the
Amearicans do.

HELF FROM
OTHER
COUNTRIES

W America gets

much-needed

soldiers, supplies, money, and
leadars from France. Spain
and Holland also give soma
help to America. England gels
na halp from other countries.

GOOD NAVY

S L

land ha
= England bas SIS
knows how to fight. It has 50
ships. America has one ship.
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NATION: Major Battles of The Revolutionary War
U.S. Fights for Freedom: Where the Battles Were

Here's a closer look at the major battles of the Revolutionary War.

*+2-. | Lexington &

t Concord
Massachusetts
April 19, 1TTS
® First battle of

Revolotinnary
War.

Sarntogs
Mew Tork

Ot 17, 1777

B Americans defeat
English. This win leads
France to hr!p America In
ihe: war.

Bonker HII
Massnchuseits
June 17, 1775

B English defeat
Americans, But the
Ameticans surprise
themselves. They see they
can Hght well,

Valley Forge
Pennsylvania

Winter, 1777

@ Lack of food and warm
clothes causes 3,000
American soldiers to die hare.

Trenton
Mew Jersey
December 25, 1776
o W Americans defeat English,

i X AMEricans cross the icy
e o ' Delaware River to surprise the
Heszsmans .

Yorktown

Virginia

Oct. 19, 1761

m Last big bartle of
the war. General
Washingion traps
English General
Cormwallis and army
for an American win.

;” WAR ENDS WITH
SIGHING OF

TREATY OF PARIS

1781

Treaty says:

W Thirteen colonies are

free from English mile,

B Land betwesn

Mississippi River anad

Atlnntic Choean belongs to

America.

B Land from Canada

south to Florda belongs to

America.

Benadict Amald: A well-known
traitaor who sold Amencan Anmy
gacrats 1o the English.
m Began the war 23 an
Amearican genaral.

m Became an Americen hero.
m Got angry over his low pay
and no promoticns in the
American Army.

m Bacame a spy for England.
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NATION: The War For Independence From England
American Victory Caps Revolutionary War

Yorktown, Virginia,
October 19, 1781

After a surprise attack led by
American General George
Washington, Lord Cornwallis
and his English army have given
up at Yorktown.

The Battle of Yorktown ends
the Revolutionary War {1773
1781). This war was fought over
who shall rule America. The vic-
tory gives Americans the freedom
to make their own lews—inde-
pendence.

England lost even though 1t
was the strongest country in
Europe. Most people thought
England would win the war

because  Amerca was  weak.
America had no government, no
money, and no army, But Eng-
land lost because:

B Americans fought at home,
The English had to send men
and supplies 3,000 miles.

B Americans knew how to fight
in forests, swamps., and the
mountains. The English did not
know the land.

B Americans fought hard to save
their homes and families. The
English were fighting people they
did not kKnow or ciare abaour.,

B Americans had smart leaders,
such as George Washingron, The
English leaders sometimes did

not follow Barttle plans.

W Americans got help from other

countries, such as France, 5pain,

and Holland. The English had to

fight America alome,

—

Treaty of Pars Signed

Paris, France, Scptember 1753
The Revolutionary War is

over! Im sipning the Treaty of

Paric, England has given
America:

B Independence.

B All land between the Atlancic
Croean and the Mississippl River
from Canada to Florida.

B The right to fish off the coast
of Mewfoundland.

The War: Who Fought, Who Didn’t, and Why

Loyalty to England Divides Colonists

1

don'l know...

THE BIG SPLIT: 'F' 3 IN AMERICA

A look at who wanted to fight and who || 143 of
didn’L. colonists:
Yes, let's fight

13 of
colonists: :.ndd“grrw
1.'3 ﬂr § WH“. 1 juﬂt *““l

W
! 0 ' A

LOYALIST —a colonlst who wanted (o

remain under the rule of England.

I, MEUTRALIST —a calonist who did not
. side with Patricts or Loyalists,

PATRIOT—a colonist who wanted 10

break away from the rule of England.

Yictory Does Not
Please Everyvone
America, 1751

Mot all Americans are happs
with the American win in the
Eevolutionary War,

B Loyalists have lost their homes
to the Patriots. Many Lovalists
have run away to Canada,

B Neotmallsts have ozt their
chance to make money. They
have been buying poor food and
cheap, thin uniforms. Then they
have sold these at high prices w
the American army,

But the Patriots who led the
fight to free America from Eng-
land are very happy, The Patriots
say that America should be inde-
pendent. America should be free
[

W Buy and scll goods to any
countey—nol just England.

B Make its own laws—not be
made to abey the laws of an Eng-
lish king and an English povern-
ment,



