Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, 1788

The states at the Constitutional
Convention have ok'd the Consti-
tution—and now the 13 colonies
[now called states] have a new set
of rules. The new Constitution
takes the place of the old, weak
rules—called the Articles of Con-
federation.

The new Constitution sets up a
government with three branches
—legislative, executive, and judi-
cial., Each branch has the same
amount of power as the other
two. This is called balance of
power,

At first, the Constlfutional
Conrvention looked like a family
fight. The 13 states did not
want to give away their powers (o
the federal government. The big-
gest fight came between the big
states [ states with many people].
and the small states [states with
few people]. Would the bigger
brothers and sisters step on the
smaller ones?

After 2 month of debate, the
convention finally agreed. It
would take some ideas from the

big states and some ideas from
the small states—the Great Com-
promise.

In this compromise, the Con-
stitutional Convention set up two
houses of Congress. The houses
are:

B The Senate. This house of
Congress is made up of two peo-
ple from each state. The little
states will have the same number
of votes in the Senate as the big
states.

B The House of Representa-
tives. Each state counts how
matiy people live there. The
states with more people can send
mare representatives [people to
represent. or speak for, that
state] to this house. The bigger
states will have more voues than
the smaller states in the House of
Representatives.

Finally. to be sure that all 13
states ratify [agree to] the Consti-
tution, James Madison has
promised to add a Bill of Rights.
The Bill of Rights will be 10
amendments |a2dd-on laws] to the
original Constitution. These add-
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New Constitution Unites The States

on laws will give the people
rights. such as freedom of speech
and freedom of religion. Now
that the states have ratified the
Constitution, a President will be
elected.
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Washington Elected First President of U S.

New York, New York, 1789
Every elector voted for him—
and George Washington is the
first President of the United
States. He is being called the
*Father of His Country.™

Gearpe Washingion

To make the new government
work, Washington has chosen
some men to be his helpers.

These men are called the Presi-

dent's Cabinet.

Some members in the new
Cabinel are:

B Thomas Jefferson, Secre-
tary of State. He will work to
keep peace with countries such
as England and France.

B Henry Knox, Secretary of
War, He will run the Army and
Mavy.

m Alexander Hamilton, Secre-
tary of the Treasury. He will ses
that the government gets money
and pays its bills.
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Articles of Confederation Dead—But Not Forgotten

New York Citv, 1788 The Articles of Confederation had |wa strong plans thot live. however. The Land Or
The plan 1o keep the 13 col- dinance and the Northwest Ordinance tell how to rake care of land not vet settled,

onies working together is dead—
killed by the Constitution. This | isND ORDINANCE ACT: 1785
plan, the Articles of Confedera- ] ; Fami]
fion, was started in 1781, i : I
How did it begin? Divides the area north L

Curing the Revolutionary of the Ohlo River

W (called the Worthwest
ar, delegates [men from each Teritory) .into town-
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But this plan died.

The Articles of Confederation
failed because it was weak. The
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government could not: 1 Saves the money brought In by sectlon #16 to sup-
B Make ) 4 coi port a school.
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B Make rules for trading with Saves four sections for the national governmant

other states or other countries. to use it any way It wishes.

B Build an army.
Uncle Sam’s Recipe for Statehood .
Northwest Ordinance

1787

Start with the Northwest Territory, a huge piece of land :
reaching from the Ohio River 1o the Mississippi River to
Canada. e o
ADD:

1 governor, 1 secretary, and 3 judges chosen by Congrexs to
rule the territory,
- 5,000 adult men living there. They can elect a legislaturs [2-
group of men to make laws for them).

60,000 people living there, They can npply to have thelr -
ferritory bocame o state.: A ST 2T
1 rule that mo less than 3 and no more than 5 states can be

made from the Morthwest Territory.
© Some special rules 1o coax seftlers into
+ the termtory:

B Any new state will be equal to the
first 13 states. They will have the same
vofing power in the national povernment.

W Mo slavers.

W Lots of schools,

| A bill of rights (o give freedoms to the settlers.
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Our Constitution—Rules for the Government

Balow, a look at what the Constitution of the U.S. does:

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

[ the gevernment of the whale nation ]
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Establishes a Republic

A republic is a government in which people who
are qualified to vote elect their own rulers,

Separates, Chacks, and Balances Power

The Constitution divides the federal government
inte three separate branches.

1. executive [president)

2. legislative [Congress]

3. judicial [Supreme Court]

Each branch has 1/3 of the power neaded to run

the country. This Is called separation of powers.

The powers are balanced—each branch has the

same amount of power. Each branch has checks
powers to keep the other two branches from
ecoming too strong].

Describes Each Branch of the Government

The Constitution spells out:

B Who can be president.

B Who can be elected to Congress.

B ¥Who can become a Supreme Court judge.

® What the president, Congress, and Supreme
Court can do.

B What the president, Congress, and Supreme

Ciun: cannot dao. ;

Separates State and Federal Powers

The federal government has more power than the
state governments. But states are given some
powers that cannot be taken away. For example,

(only states can set up and run schools. Only the.

federal government can print money.

Tells How to Make an Amendment

|If changes are needed in the laws, the Constitu- *

tion tells how it can amend [change] itself.

Provides an Elastic Clause

Congress will have to stretch the meaning to
make laws that are neaded.

The Constitution is elastic because Congress can |
stretch the meaning of the words. Sometimes,
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Hamilton Attacks Money Prublems

U5, Capitol, New York City,
1791

The United States of America
needs money. The new govern-
ment has to:

W pay its workers.

W build an army and a navy.

W sct up post offices,

W pay the bills from the Revo-
lutionary War.

Where will this money come
from? Alexander Hamilion, Sec-
retary of the Treasury has a
three-part plan to get money for
the UJ.5.:

1. Make new tax laws.

B Tax goods brought into the

U.5. from other countries.

This 5 called a tarifl.

B Tax some poods made in

the UI.5.—like whiskey made

from corn. This is called an
excise tax,
2. Start a national bank. The
bank would take care of money
for all the states. It would see
that the paper money and coins
used were the same for all states.,

L

Tax Laws

™

Mow, each stale wses different
kinds of money.

3, Pay off old loans. The 1.5.
has borrowed 80 million to pay
for the Revolutionary War. This
money was borrowed from peo-
ple, stares, and other countries.
To borrow money, the U.5. sold
government bonds [pieces of
paper that promise to pay back a
loan].

The LU.5. needs more money.
Burt first it must pay hack the
money it already owes. Then peo-
ple will trust the government and
buy more bonds,

Mational BI nk

= Pay Off Old Loans i

Whiskey Rebellion Over

Pennsylvania, 1794

doldiers have stopped the corn
farmers’ fight against the govern-
ment. Alexander Hamilton led
the army attack on farmers.

Farmers, angry about the excise
tax on whiskey, would not pay.
Covernment agents [men] came
to get the tax money. Farmers
Kicked the agents off their farms.
50 Hamilton got the 1.5, Army
to march on the farmers. The ar-
my has shown the people that the
tederal government has the
power to tax,

Federalist Adams Elected 2nd U.S. President—
Republican Jefferson is Vice-President

1797, Mew York City

Federalist John Adams is the
second U.5. President. Republi-
can Thomas Jefferson is his Viee-
President. The voters have
elected men from two different
political parties for the two top
johs.

The two politicnl parties have
different ideas on how the coun-
ity should be run. When the
Constitution was written, there
was one party. Bur now the peo-
ple have split into two parties.

The Federalists:

W think the federal government

should be strong.  The federal
government is government over
all the states.
W think the Constitution should
be followed loosely,

The Republicans:
B think the stafe governmens
should be strong.
B think the Constitution should

be followed closely.
Timeline: John Adams al Trealy of Paris talks
1774: speaks for Massachusells 1789: becomes first Vice—
at the Flrst Continental President of the U.S.

Congrass
-~ 1776 helps write the
Declaration of Indepandanca

1781-1783: speaks for the U5,

1795 starts Fudmﬂst party
with Hamilton g

1787: becomes the second
President of the U5,




