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FOCUS: The Constitution in Review

The Constitution: A Game Plan for Government

The Constlintion is a plan for
running the government. The
government has three jobs to de:
B Make laws [rules that tell what
the people can and cannort dol.
® Carry out the laws.

B Decide what the laws mean.

The Constitution savs :

# THE CONGRESS makes the

laws,

B THE PRESIDENT carries out

the laws.

m THE SUPREME COURT de-
cides il laws are right or wrong.

B THE PEOPLE choose the
people to run the government.
The Constitution is a plan for
a strong government because:
B Government has thoee parts,
not one. This is called separation
of powers. Each branch [p:ltl!]
has 1/3 of the power. This is
called a system of balances.
W Ezach branch has a way to keep
the other two branches from get-
ting too much power. This is
called a system of checks.
B Power comes from the people.
Citizens [the people of the U.5.)
vote for [choose] the person they
want to be president. They vote
for the people they want in Con-
gress. If the people do not like
what the president is doing, they
can choose a new president. They
can vote for a new Congress, too.

A closer look at the
Systam of Checks:

Each branch of the U.S. gov-

grmment has a way 1o keep

the other two branches from

getting too much power. For

example,

m The president can veto [say
na ta] a law made by Con-

gress, Then,

m Congrass can vole on that

law again and still make it a

: . ﬁa’dlﬂmﬂ that develop

'Ihmugh the years

law. Then,
mThe Suprama Court can say
wk if that law Is right or wrong.
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FOCUS: The Bill of Rights
The Bill of Rights: A Change In the Game Plan

The First 10 Amendments: 1791

1

meatings

Americans have freedom of

MW Speech—can say ona's opinion

M Raligion—can worship in any church
B Press—can report any story

B Assembly—can call and attend any

Americans have the nght 1o own 2 gun

Americans cannat be made to house and

fead soldiers vl
Americans may not be arrested or their
properly searched without a good meason
Ameficans charged with a crime are ey
guaranteed [givan] cartain righis

o

Ameficans have the right Io a trial soon
after being charged with a crime

Americans have the right to trial by jury
[a group of people who decldes If a
parson |5 gullty or not guilty of a crima]

they have committed

Americans are guaranteed the right to
fair fimes and fair punishmeant for crimes

The government may nol take away the 1Y
rights peopla ara bBormn with

O O ~NOGPhWN

el

governimént

{ The states are given certain special
| powers apart from thase of the federal

After the Constitution was
written, the 13 states had to
ralify (vote for) it to make it law.,
But many states were afraid to
ratify it. They said, “The Consti-
tution does not protect the peo-
ple.’’

The men who wrate the Con-
stitution made the people 2
promise. They promised to have
the first Congress amend
[change| the Constitution. The
10 amendments |“add-on’ laws]
this Congress made are called the
Bill of Rights.

The Bill of Rights says the peo-
ple have [reedoms the govern-
meni cannol take away.

Amendments make the Con-
stitution fit all times—from 1759
to 2080, As the U5, changes, 1he
Constitution ¢an change, teo. 1t
can be amended.

Amending the Constitution is
sloww, Three-fourths of all the
states  must agree o a new
amendment. Because this takes
time, the Constitution 15 not
changed wvery often. [t stays
much the same as it was in 1791,
In 200 years. there have been on-
Iy 26 amendments,

SEVEN ARTICLES

The seven articles [or sections]

tell how the U.5. government is |
set up and works. The seven arti-
cles describe the legislative, exec-
utive, and judicial branches; the
state powers; thu ﬁdmﬂ F{;wer:.,

and more. = 3
Asticle 1: Establishes [sets up] the
legislative branch nglu:s] nl !
mant, .

. Govern

Article Z: Establishes the ex-
ecutive branch [DTH[dII'II:]
nmamamnl.

'-Artlchﬁ*

-

M‘Ihh 3: Establishes Ih-E ludlﬂli
branch [Supreme Court] nf
government.

Arlicle 4: Tells how the 5

work with each other witn

the Union ['I:I'Il UI'HIII:I Bl‘-lt-ul I.B_

a whole

tablishes the way the
Constlution can be amended.

Articls 8: Agrees to: pay hrﬂ :
old debis; put national law
above state law; have elected of-
ficials pledge loyalty to tha U.S,

“Artlcle 7:Says that when nine
gtates (of the 13 In 1787 acceptad
the Constitution, the Constitu-
tion would be in unt for those
nife Slates.

P

3

AMENDMENTS

5 'Ilu: mﬂunu are "add-on

*: The amendments h:.!.r-e=-
h-:t.n added to the Constitution
since it was first ratified [ap-
prmmd] by the first nine states
in 1788. The amendments allow
the Constitution to change
without having to rewrite it.’
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FOCUS: The Three Branches of Government

How Your Government Works

The Constitution divides the work of the federal government among
three groups, or branches. This is called the separation of powers.
Each branch has its own work to do.

Each branch also has been given special powers to help keep the
other two branches from becoming too powerful. This is called the

system of checks and balances.

How 1o use this page:

Follow the [N boxes o
see how the lagislative
branch af the government
works: the [ boxes (0
see how the exaculiva
branch works; the
Boxas (O $86 ow the
judicial branch works.

B The Judicial branch &5 headed
%‘sl'hns'prunﬂuntﬂfih:

B There are nins judges in the
Supreme Court

B The judges are chosen by the
president and woted on by the
Semate

W The judges serve on the

Supreme Coutt for ife

B The Supreme Court decides if
laws are constitutlonal [follow
the rules of the Constitution]

B The Supreme Court decides

which powers belong to the

states and which powers belong

to the federal government

B The Supreme Court settles
arguments between the states

V"

W The Sopreme Court setthes
cases involving the federal
government
[When 2 crime ix committed
against the United States, i is
called treason. Helping an
coemy spy on the United
States s one example of
treason. |

WHO IS IT?

B The executlve branch is
gfnsd:ﬂhj:h:pﬂdmﬁth:

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

® There is one president and
one vice-president of the U.5,

B The precident ls elected by the
people of the L5,

8 The prezident serves a term af

four years, but be
re-glected for another four-
YEAr term

WHAT DOES IT DO?

W The president enforces [carries

out] the laws

B The president chooses peopls
ta hjp him run the
government—his Cabinet and
his advisers

(&4
= :fh?::mm: is in charge of

Army. Alr Force,
and Morines

B The president decides how to
deal with foreign [outside the
L1, 5] conntries

B The president works with
C x by slgning or vetoing
[=n; "no" to] laws

B The president reports to
Congress on what |4 going on
in the premment

__WHOISIT? |

"D
cal t
made of two Houses or
sections: The House aof

Representatives and the
Senate

1 House of Representatives

B The Hoose has 4315 members
|people] called representatives

D o Tt |

ET

the House, The more
in a state, the more m rs
i has in the House

B Each member of the House is
electied 1o the office for a two-

he lead

] leader of the House i
called the speaker of the
Hionse

.

Eis

2 senate

B The Senate has 100 members
[people] called senators

m Each state xends the same
number of semators [two] to
the Senate. Even though a
state has & large number of
people, it can only have two

SETHLLOTS

W Each member of the Scnate is
elected for a six-year term

VP

B The leader of the Senate is the
vice-president of the U5,

WHAT DOES IT DO?

M The Congress writes luws
[rules]
B The Congress a i the
e the president chooses
for government offiees

* pommitting & cnme] the
1 sident i he Is believed to
E::'n: done something wrong.
The Senate can thoow the
Fl:!ii-d-mlmrl of office if he iz
ound guilty of the crims



Step by Step:

How a Bill
Bacnmes alaw
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FOCUS: How a Bill Becomes a Law

555

[

5 ‘l A member of either tha
- House of Reprasen-
tatives or the Senate
has an idea for a new
| ruleorlaw. The idea is
| written down and
becomes a bill.

| 2 The bill goes to a com-
' mittes [a small group

icked to study the

111}. Most bills die ina
cummittaa because
they are not good
enough to become a
law. A good bill is sent
to the full house [all
mambers of the House
or Senatea].

The Courts: Government Referees

The Constitution set up one
branch of the government as a
referee—the judiclal [judging]
branch. The Constitution does
not say what this branch
should be like or what powers
the judges should have.

In 1789, the first Congress
sct up 2 plan for the judicial
branch. The U.S. court system
was built on this plan.

But the Supreme Court still
did not know its powers until
John Marshall became Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court
in 1801.

Marshall had to settle cases
brought to the Supreme Court.
Tao settle these cases, he took
powers for the Supreme Court.

These powers, which the Su-
preme Court still has, are:

B To decide if a law passed by
Congress is constitotional
(right) or unconstitutional
(wrong). If the Supreme Court
says it is unconstitutional, peo-
ple do not have to obey that
law,

B To decide if the president is
running the country the way
the Constitution says. If the
president is acting in an un-
constitutional way, he must
stop.

B To look over decisions made
by the state courts. The Su-
preme Court can say if these
decisions are right or wrong,

| =SSR St L bttt g

3Tha bill can be amend-
ed [changed] and is
then v upon. If the
bill ﬁassas [gets
enough YES wvotes],
the bill is sent to the
other house.

Both Houses of Congress vote
on the bill again. If 2/3 of both
housas say YES to the bill, the
bill becomes a law.

B The president signs the bill
and it becomes a law.

\\ 4 The bill can be
amended in the
/ other house and is

i TR R el e ]

5 Both houses
vote on the

amended bill. If

then voted upon. the bill gets
: enough ES

passes, it goes

to the president.

SECOND CHANCE

y: The president does not have to
4 sign a bill. He can veto it. The
“,pm bill then goes back to Con-
"7 gress for a second vote.




