Nixon Resigns
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leon Resigns: Ford Becomes President

Washington, D.C.,
August 9, 1974

Gerald Ford is the new presi-
dent. Ford was vice-president
under Nixon. Nixon resigned
[quit] after learning Congress
wanted to impeach him.

Congress wanted to impeach
[accuse of crimes against the gov-
ernment] Nixon because he
OK’d the Watergate break-in
(see below). Then Nixon told
Congress that he did not know
anything about Watergate.

Ford is the first president not
elected by the people. The 25th

Amendment says a president can
name a new vice-president when
necessary. Nixon picked Ford
after the elected vice-president,
Spiro Agnew, resigned.

Agnew quit after being ac-
cused of:

B Taking bribes [money for
special favors].

B Cheating on his income
taxes.

Wrongdoing is making it hard
for people to trust the govern-
ment. President Ford is promis-
ing to make government open
and honest again.

Gerald Ford: President #38

_' n THEBREAKIN.

June 17, 1972—Five men: "
are caught breaking into
Democratic Party offices
at Watergate. Watergate is
an office building in :
Washington, D.C. The men
are arrested for:

m Breaking into the
offices.

‘m Taking mformaﬂon
from files. R

m ‘‘Bugging” the
telephones to listen
secretly to Democrats
planning their party’s
presidential campaign.

| ] THE covEeR-up:

nothing about the break-in.
But many believe:

m Nixon knew about the
break-in.

| Summer 1973—The Senate
setsup a group to look
| into the break-in. As a
'result '

I 'iare arrested and sent to
| il for covering up the
.;bfeak-in '

| John Dean, says Nixon
_ knew about the cover-up

m Seven of Nixon's staff

@ Nixon's own lawyer,

| n .' . TPES:

July 1973—A White House
worker tells the Senate
committee that President
Nixon' has tapes of his
conversations in the White
House,

July 1974—The U.S,
Supreme Court orders
Nixon to give up the

tapes. The tapes show

that Nixon took part in the
Watergate cover-up. On

the tapes, Nixon is heard
talking about the cover-up
just six days after the
break-in.

Nixon says he knows g

s THE RESIGNATION

> MEMO—

& Nixon is now covering
up liying]

R. Nixon

resigns.

August 9, 1974—Congress wants to
impeach [accuse of crimes against the
government] Nixon for the cover-up.
Before Congress can vote on
impeaching the president, leon
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NATION: America’s Birthday
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200 Years Ago...

Across America,
July 4, 1976
The U.S. is celebrating its

200th birthday as a nation.
Two hundred years ago, in
1776, Americans signed the
- Declaration of Indepen-
dence from England.
- Americans are celebrat-
ing:
m Our government. The
U.S. is a democracy that
has lasted 200 years.
m Our people. The U.S. is
made up of people from

many nations. '

U.S. Celebrates Bicentennial

m Our freedoms. Ameri-
cans have rights no one
can take away.

m Our riches. The U.S. has
more natural resources
than almost any other |
country. :

m Our past. Americans
have overcome wars, the
Depression, violence, and
scandal. -
® Our future. Americans
will make advances in civil !
rights, medicine, space, |
and economics.

Ford’s Popularity

Wanes
Washington, D.C., 1976

President Ford’s hope to win a
term as president on his own is
sinking. As he finishes out Nixon’s
term, many Americans are un-
happy with him. Here’s why:

B Ford pardoned Nixon for
any crimes Nixon might have
done while he was president.
This means Nixon cannot be put

. on trial for his part in the Water-

gate cover-up. Many feel Nixon
should be put on trial. Then
Americans can know the full
truth about Watergate.

8 Ford gave amnesty [govern-
ment forgiveness] to Vietnam
draft dodgers. [Draft dodgers are
people who ran away from the
U.S. so they would not have to go
into the Army.] Ford says these
men can come home without be-
ing put in jail. But they will have
to serve their country in other
ways for two years. Many feel
that if Nixon got a full pardon,
draft dodgers should, too.

Jimmy Carter

Becomes President
Washington, D.C., 1977

Jimmy Carter wins the presi-
dency. Ford loses.

One of Carter’s first acts as
president: ;
W Gives full pardon to Vietnam
War draft dodgers.
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In the 1960s, the black
minority started a civil
rights movement. Blacks,
wanted:

m To let people know
about unfair treatment of
blacks in the U.S.

B To change unfair laws
and peoples’ bad feelings
toward blacks.

The black civil rights
movement gave other
minorities courage to fight
for their rights.

Here's a look at how
minorities are pushing for
change:

The Elderly

MINORITY: The elderly—people
over 65.
PROBLEMS: Being thought of as
useless. Fear of losing income.
Fear of getting sick.
SOLUTION: The Gray Panthers
forms. This is a group of people
over 65. The Gray Panthers work:
B To keep government from
doing away with Social Security.
m To get help in paying for
health care.
® To let people keep their jobs
past age 65.

Handicapped
MINORITY: The handicapped—
people who have problems
hearing, seeing, learning, walking.
PROBLEM: Cannot use many
public services, schools, and
buildings because most of these
are set up for people without
handicaps.
SOLUTION: News stories, TV
shows, and organizations tell
others about the needs of the
handicapped.
OUTCOME: The handicapped get:

m Easler ways to get around in
public places—wider parking
places; ramps to buildings.

m Transportation to schools or
jobs.

m Special help in school.
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NATION: Minorities Fight for Rights . |
A Look Back on Minorities Fighting for Rights

Carter Puts Minorities
Into Government Jobs

President Jimmy Carter wants
minorities [people with less
power than most Americans] to
have more say in government. So
he is giving some high-level
government jobs to Hispanic-
Americans, women, and blacks.
Carter has appointed:

m Three Hispanic-Americans to
his White House staff.

m The first black American to
serve as U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations.

® A black woman to a cabinet
post.

Hispanic Americans

MINORITY: Hispanic-Americans.
These are people from Spanish-
speaking countries. Most
Hispanics in the U.S. are from
Mexico.

PROBLEM: Poor working and
living conditions and low pay for
migrant workers [field workers
who move from job to job].
SOLUTION: A workers’ union.
LEADER: Cesar Chavez

m Calls for change through non-
violent [peaceful] action.

m Starts the National Farm
Workers Association (NFWA).
This is a union for migrant
workers. Through this union,
migrant workers now can work
together for better pay and
working conditions.

WHAT NFWA DOES: Boycotts
growers. Hispanic-American -
grape pickers in California ask all
Americans to stop buying grapes
until grape growers give better
treatment to grape pickers. Later
the union boycotts lettuce.
QOUTCOME: Americans see need
to make life better for Hispanic-
Americans.

®m 1970—Growers give in to
some union demands for better
pay and housing.

American Indians
MINORITY: American Indians—
Americans who came to the U.S.
before whites came.

PROBLEM: Broken promises from
the U.S. government. In the 1950s,
the government said it would no
longer help Indians. States should
help the Indians living there. But
the states were not helping. And
the Indians were poor. Many did
not have jobs or educations.
SOLUTIONS:

Indians:

m Formed nonviolent action
groups.

m Wrote boocks on whites’
treatment of Indians to get the
public on the side of Indians.

m Formed American Indian
Movement (AIM). AIM is a group
that agreed to use violence if it
had to to get better treatment for
Indians.

AIM’S ACTIVITIES:

m 1972: AIM says the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) is hurting, not
helping, Indians. So 500 AIM
members take over the BIA
offices in Washington. AIM
members do over $2 million worth
of damage to BIA offices. BIA
promises to do better.

m 1973: AIM members set up an
armed camp on a reservation at
Wounded Knee, South Dakota.
Indians will not give up until they
get certain rights. They want:

+» Lands promised by the U.S.
government in old, broken treaties.

w» A return to Indian culture,

» A say in government
programs for Indians.
OUTCOME:Congress givesIndians:

m Control of government
programs on Indian reservations.

® More control of schools on
reservations.



